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PUBLISHER’S PREFACE

Had not an extended trial demonstrated most
clearly that in no way can the arguments against a
secret order be put before the public so effectively as
. in close connection with the ritual thereof, I should
not have ventured the great expense of pubhshmg this
Illustrated Ritual of the Scottish Rite.

Rituals sell readily to both lodge members and. out-
siders, while the most eloquent address on the subjdct, .
~however replete with important facts and arguments,

seldom secures many readers. :

£

Although many members of any, secret society would
decidedly prefer to have the analysis of the degrees left
out, and I have declined repeated offers to buy entire
editions of one thousand copies of different ritials at
my regular rates, provided I would furnish ‘them with-
out note or comment, not less.than half of my sales of
rituals are fo ‘members of these orders and -hundreds, -
when ordermg a ritual, are careful to give thelr lodge
connections, supposmg they could not othermse get the -
desired ritual.

Before I commenced publishing this series of fitu‘als;—
with foot-note quotations, which,. it will be observed, -
prove the substantial correctness of the ritual and form
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a skeleton exposition of the degrees, many members of
these orders, when purchasing rituals, took pains to
intimate or pronounce them incorrect.

When they see that the foot-note quotations from the
standard authorities of the order prove the correctness
of the ritual, and form a skeleton exposition, they nat-
urélly consider themselves absolved from their oath of
secrecy, and in hundreds of instances frankly admit the
accuracy of the ritual, even without the asking.

The substantlal correctness of this Scotch Rite Ritual
is proved by extensive foot-note quotations from the
“Bncyclopedia of Freemasonry, by Albert G. Mackey,
M. D., Past General Grand -High Priest and Secretary
Ger'eral of the Supreme Council, 33°, Southern Jurzs-
- diction of the United States.” '

“General H istory, Cyclopedia, and Dtctwnary of
Freemasonry, by Robert Macoy, Past Deputy Grand
Master of New Y ork and Nova Scotia:—Past Grand
Secretary of New York: —Grand Recorder of the Grand-
Commandery of New Y ork ——Representatwe of the
. Grand Lodges of Wmconsm Illinois and Nowva Scotia,
and the Grand C'ounczl of New Brunswzck’ etc., etc.,
and IS v » .

+ George 0lwer, D. D “Promnceal Grand Steward and
Grand C’haplam Deputu Grand Master of the Province
of Lincolnshire and Past Deputy Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,;” and the

“Dictionary of Freemasonry, by Robert Morris, D.
D., LL. D.”
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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 5

For the History of Freemasonry and especially of this
Scottish Rite; besides the authorities named:above, the
following are relied on and quoted in the Introduction,
Higtorical and Philosophical Analy51s of the various
degrees, viz.:

“Hustory of Freemasonry and Masomc -Digest, by
I. W: 8. Mitchell, Past Grand Master; Past Grand.
High Priest, and Past Grand C?ia,ﬁaiﬁ of Missouri.”

Origin and Early History of Masonry, by Steinbren-
mer. =2
“The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; by Robert
B. Folger, M. D., Past Master 33°; Ex-Secretary Gen-
eral,” etc.

“The History of England, by David Hume.”
“History of the Girondists, by Alphonse de Lamar-
tine. |

“Qeneral History of Freemasonry in Europe, by Em-
manuel Rebold, Past Deputy of the Grand Orient of
France, president of the Academy of Industrial Science,
and Member of many Philosophic and Scwntzﬁc So-
cieties.” 1

“Book of the Ancient and Accepted Scotlish Rite, by
Charles T. McClenachan, 38°; Past Grand Master of
Ceremonies of the Supreme Council.”

“Manual of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
by Will. M. Cunningham, M. A. K.-T.:. Sovereign
Grand Inspectior General 33°.”

“The Life of Aaron Burr, by Matthew L. Davis.”

“History of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois, by































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































